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Stresemann. In the history of the post-war
years it is persistently recorded that Theodor Wolff
opposed Stresemann's admission to the German
Democratic Party because he was compromised by his
support of the war.

Stresemann himself, in an anonymously published
pamphlet, refuted the " current legends regarding the
foundation of the German People's Party." The first
negotiations over the fusion of his party, the National
Liberal group, with the progressive People's Party and
the new Democratic group, whose representatives
were, among others, Theodor Wolff, Professor Weber,
and Dr. Schacht, came to nothing owing to the
attitude of Professor Weber, who, at a general meeting
of the leaders of the three groups, directed a violent
attack against the two smaller ones, " described them
as repeatedly bankrupt and unworthy of public con-
fidence," and laid down as conditio sine qua non of the
amalgamation, the exclusion of any persons politically
compromised from a share in the leadership of the new
party.

But when the Democratic Patty had actually been
constituted, and the National Liberal Party had issued
its own manifesto, Dr. Friedberg, as one of the
leaders of the latter party in Stresemann's absence,
re-opened negotiations with the representatives of the
Democrats. Stresemann wrote to Friedberg that he
would not stand in the way of amalgamation, but his
fundamental convictions did not permit him to work
in the Democratic Party, He thus anticipated the
Democratic leaders who did not want to be burdened
with Stresemann, and indeed, during the negotiations,
issued a manifesto directed against the annexationists*